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Background
The APA Sub-Committee on Environmental Issues, Global Warming, Climate Change and Planting Billions of Trees throughout Asia held its meeting on 1-2 July 2009 in Seoul, Korea and approved its Report to be adopted by the Executive Council and the Plenary. The Fourth Session of the APA Plenary in paragraph 17 of its Resolution on Environmental Issues, Global Warming, Climate Change and Planting Billions of Trees throughout Asia, contained in document APA/Res/2009/10 of 10 December 2009, requested the Secretary-General to seek the views of Member Parliaments on the implementation of the above-mentioned resolution and report thereon to the next session of the Sub-Committee in 2010 which will be held in Russia.

The Russian Federation graciously offered to host the Sub-Committee meetings under the Standing Committee on Economic Affairs in Moscow on 16-17 June 2010. Consecutively, the Secretary-General communicated with all Member Parliaments and sought their views and those of their governments on the implementation of the Fourth Plenary Session resolution on Environmental Issues, Global Warming, Climate Change and Planting Billions of Trees throughout Asia.

The present report of the Secretary-General is submitted to the Sub-Committee for its consideration.

Introduction
The Report of the Secretary-General to the Sub-Committee in 2009 (SG/Rep/2009/07 of 3 June 2009) focused mainly on the issue of global warming and climate change and the role of Asian Parliaments in addressing this issue. In the course of the Sub-Committee meeting in Seoul, valuable feedback on the subject of global warming and climate change was received from the participants- as reflected in the Report of the Sub-Committee (SC/2009/07 of 2 July 2009). The Secretary-General considers his last report as well as the last year's Sub-Committee Report still relevant. Therefore, the Sub-Committee may continue its discussions on this issue in its meeting in 2010. Furthermore, the Sub-Committee may also consider and adopt the following measures.

Sustainable Development and the Protection of Environment
The current environmental problems in Asia resulting, inter alia, from global warming, drought, loss of biological diversity, expansion of deserts, excessive use of energy, poverty and malnutrition on the one hand and the requirements of development for Asian countries on the other, necessitate a balance to be struck between the development and the protection of environment. 
Capacity Building and Enabling Mechanism 

In order to augment the capacity of Asian countries to achieve development while protecting the environment, the following measures are in order:

· Realization of sustainable development objectives and the decisions of the 1992 Rio Conference bearing in mind the existence of different capacities and conditions of Asian countries.

· Development of programs for environmental education at the national level and the design of general and specialized environmental courses for the Asian countries at the regional level.

· Raising public awareness with regard the issue of sustainable development and the environmental priorities at the national and continental levels.

· Exchange of information on environmental issues among Asian countries and transfer of environmental technology, in particular scientific and technical assistance, from those countries with high capabilities in the area of sustainable development to less developed countries in Asia.

· Enhancement of the role of the civil society including women and youth as well as non-governmental organizations in the protection of environment through their participation in the local, national and regional decision-making on environmental issues.

Role of Parliaments   
The following measures may be taken up by the Asian parliaments to encourage the governments to formulate and implement national programs for sustainable development:

· Establishment of an independent commission on sustainable development and the protection of environment within each parliament.
· Adoption of a national strategy for sustainable development.
· Allocation of budget required for the realization of the objectives of sustainable development.

· Adoption of budget for tackling environmental crises such as drought, destruction of wetlands and forests and environmental pollution.

· Expansion of the parliamentary oversight on issues related to environmental programs through holding hearings.
Climate Change

Attainment of a strategy for climate change at the national level continues to be essential for Asian countries which may direct all their efforts towards achieving an Asian Strategy for Climate Change. In order to achieve this lofty goal, efforts should be made in each country to give climate change a significant element of all policy areas.

Capacity Building and Enabling Mechanism 

The following measures may enhance the capacity of Asian countries in tackling the problems related to climate change:

· Implementation of obligations under the 1992 Climate Change Convention and 1997 Kyoto Protocol.

· Reduction of greenhouse gases emission and fossil fuel in accordance with Kyoto Protocol standards and controlling the emission of greenhouse gases not covered by the 1987 Montreal Protocol.

· Adoption of new policies on energy consumption with the aim of using new and renewable energies.

· Adoption of sustainable agricultural policies in light of the obligations under relevant climate change instruments.

Role of Parliaments

In addition to the points suggested in the Report of the Secretary-General in 2009, the parliaments may adopt the following measures in preparing a strategy on climate change and its proper implementation: 
· Adoption of legislations to control greenhouse gases in accordance with international norms including the principles enshrined in the 1992 Convention on Climate Change and Kyoto Protocol. 

· Allocation of necessary budget to implement policies and programs related to climate change in particular those regarding the use of energy from new and renewable sources and the change in the consumption pattern in the society including through education.  

· Encouraging the governments to adopt energy policies to save energy.

Bio-Diversity
The destruction of ecosystems, national habitats, wildlife and, in general, national resources of countries continues to be a source of concern for the entire world. Asia with its vast biological diversity is susceptible to the afore-mentioned threats. Therefore, it is incumbent upon the Asian countries to take the necessary measures to give priority to the protection of their ecosystems. 

Capacity Building and Enabling Mechanism
The following measures will enhance the capacity of Asian countries to protect their ecosystems: 

· Implementation of obligations under the 1992 Convention on Biological Diversity.

· Formulating national strategies, plans and programs for the sustainable use of biological diversity.

· Identifying vulnerable areas and placing them under special protection.

· Preventing the destruction of forests and supporting their expansion and development.

· Controlling the use of Genetic Modified Organism resulting from the use of biotechnology taking into consideration the obligations under the 2000 Protocol on Biological Safety.

· Commemorating the year 2010 as the International Year of Biodiversity.

Role of Parliaments

The parliaments may encourage the governments to take the necessary measures to conserve biodiversity. In this regard, the following measures may be adopted by the parliaments:

· Adoption of legislations for the conservation of biodiversity and protection of wildlife and species that are on the verge of extinction.

· Allocation of budget for the preservation of ecosystems that are on the verge of extinction or the special protected areas.

· Encouraging the governments to enter into regional arrangements for the conservation of biodiversity.

Desertification

Desertification and expansion of deserts continue to create environmental problems for certain parts of the world including for some Asian countries. Desertification has caused many social, cultural and economic predicaments for human beings such as poverty and migration. Formulation of strategies to combat desertification and implementation of obligations under the Convention on Climate Change and the Convention on Biological Diversity can help mitigate problems related to desertification.

Capacity Building and Enabling Mechanism
In order to enhance the capacity of Asian countries to combat desertification, the following measures are suggested:

· Implementation of obligations under the 1994 Convention to Combat Desertification.

· Formulating a comprehensive and long-term strategy to combat desertification and improve the living conditions of the people living in arid areas.

· Amalgamation of programs to combat desertification with those related to combat poverty particularly in less developed countries.

· Participation of local inhabitants of arid areas in programs to combat desertification and poverty.

Role of Parliaments
Parliament may play an important role in the formulation and implementation of strategies to combat desertification. In this regard, a number of proposals are as follows:

· Adoption of legislations to support sustainable management of water and soil resources.

· Allocation of budget for optimal use of arid areas and those areas prone to drought.

· Promotion of regional arrangements to combat desertification. In this regard, Asian governments may be encouraged to implement the relevant provisions of the Convention to Combat Desertification related to Asia on regional cooperation. 
The Way Forward
In addition to the proposals made by the Secretary-General in his previous reports, the Sub-Committee may consider, discuss and decide on the following points to be taken up by APA:

1. Urge Member Parliaments to develop programs for environmental education at the national level and the design of general and specialized environmental courses for the Asian countries at the regional level.

2. Emphasize on raising public awareness with regard the issue of sustainable development and the environmental priorities at the national and continental levels.

3. Stress on exchanging information on environmental issues among Asian countries and transferring environmental technology, in particular scientific and technical assistance, from those countries with high capabilities in the area of sustainable development to less developed countries in Asia.

4. Call for the enhancement of the role of the civil society including women and young people as well as non-governmental organizations in the protection of environment through their participation in the local, national and regional decision-making on environmental issues.

5. Elaborate on some guidelines towards an Asian Strategy for Climate Change as reflected in the Resolution of the Fourth APA Plenary Session.

6. Urge Member Parliaments to adopt the following measures:

I. Establishing an independent commission on sustainable development and the protection of environment within each Member Parliament.

II. Adopting a national strategy for sustainable development.
III. Allocating a budget required for: a) realizing the objectives of sustainable development; b) tackling environmental crises such as drought, destruction of wetlands and forests or environmental pollution; c) implementing policies and programs related to climate change in particular those regarding the use of energy from new and renewable sources and the change in the consumption pattern in the society including through education; d) preserving ecosystems that are on the verge of extinction or the special protected areas and e) optimal use of arid areas and those areas prone to drought .

IV. Expanding the parliamentary oversight on issues related to environmental programs through holding hearings. 

V. Encouraging the government to adopt new policies on energy consumption with the aim of using new and renewable energies, sustainable agricultural policies in light of the obligations under relevant climate change instruments, energy policies to save energy and sustainable policies related to biological diversity.

VI. Promoting regional arrangements for the conservation of biodiversity and combating desertification.

VII. Controlling greenhouse gases in accordance with international norms including the principles enshrined in the 1992 Convention on Climate Change and Kyoto Protocol.

VIII. Conserving biodiversity and protecting wildlife and species that are on the verge of extinction.

IX. Supporting sustainable management of water and soil resources. 

X. Commemorating the year 2010 as the International Year of Biodiversity.

7. The APA may call on Member Parliaments to exchange experiences and best practices on environmental issues and provide, on a voluntary basis, the data concerning issues related to sustainable development, climate change, bio-diversity and desertification to the Secretariat to be compiled in a database for the reference and use by all Member Parliaments. 
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